Lisensi Creative Commons|® @ @

Murhum : Jurnal Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini
| e-ISSN: 2723-6390, hal. 272-286

Vol. 4, No. 1, Juli 2023

DOI: 10.37985/murhum.v4i1.211

Perception of ECE-TEP Students in Deepening Tenses through UPI
Serang’s MBKM English Credential Camp Program

Siti Dela Soflianti 1, Herli Salim 2, dan Roby Naufal Arzaqi3
123 Early Childhood Education, Faculty of Education, Indonesia University of Education,
Serang Campus

ABSTRAK. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menggali perspektif mahasiswa PG-PAUD terkait
pendalaman tenses melalui program MBKM English Credential Camp UPI Serang.
Tantangan pendidikan era modern abad 21 mendorong mahasiswa PG-PAUD untuk
memiliki keterampilan komunikasi bahasa Inggris. Hal ini penting karena bahasa Inggris
adalah bahasa internasional. Penggunaan tenses bahasa Inggris oleh mahasiswa PG-PAUD
seringkali memerlukan pemahaman dan pelatihan yang tepat. Program English Credential
Camp adalah solusi terintegrasi dan holistik untuk meningkatkan penggunaan tenses oleh
mahasiswa PG-PAUD. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif dengan
pendekatan studi kasus untuk mengeksplorasi prespektif mahasiswa PG-PAUD dalam
pendalaman tenses melalui program MBKM ECc. Sumber data primer adalah kuesioner
secara langsung dan audio recorder serta data sekunder berupa dokumen program MBKM
ECC. Analisis data melalui empat tahapan, yaitu pengumpulan data, transkripsi data,
kategori data dan penarikan kesimpulan. Subjek penelitian berjumlah tiga orang yang
merupakan mahasiswa program MBKM ECC. Partisipan ditentukan dengan nilai akademik
yang didapat dalam program. Temuan penelitian menujukkan bahwa program MBKM
MBKM ECC memberikan kontribusi yang signifikan dalam meningkatkan pemahaman
tenses mahasiswa PG-PAUD. Program ini efektif dalam mempersiapkan mahasiswa
menghadapi tantangan di abad 21 melalui pendalaman tenses dan peningkatan
kemampuan berbahasa Inggris.

Kata Kunci : Pendalaman tenses; Program MBKM ECC; PAUD abad 21

ABSTRACT. This research aims to explore the perspectives of ECE-TEP students regarding
the deepening of tenses through the MBKM English Credential Camp program at UPI
Serang. The challenges of education in the modern 21st century push ECE-TEP students to
possess English communication skills. This is important because English is an international
language. The use of English tenses by ECE-TEP students often requires appropriate
understanding and training. The ECC program is an integrated and holistic solution to
enhance the use of tenses by ECE-TEP students. This research employs a qualitative
descriptive approach with a case study. The primary data sources are direct questionnaires,
audio recorders, and secondary data in the form of MBKM ECC program documents. Data
analysis was conducted through four stages: data collection, data transcription, data
categorization, and drawing conclusions. The research subjects consist of three individuals
who are students of the ECC program. Participants are selected based on their academic
performance in the program. The research findings indicate that the ECC program
significantly contributes to improving the understanding of tenses among ECE-TEP
students. This program is effective in preparing students to face the challenges of the 21st
century through deepening improving their English language skills.

Keyword : Deepening tenses; MBKM ECE Program; Early Childhood Education 215t Century

Copyright (c) 2023 Siti Dela Soflianti dkk.

P4l Corresponding author : Siti Dela Soflianti
Email Address : sitidelasoflianti@upi.edu
Received 28 Mei 2023, Accepted 25 Juni 2023, Published 28 Juni 2023

Murhum : Jurnal Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini, Vol. 4, No. 1, Juli 2023 | 272


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://u.lipi.go.id/1595901454

Perception of ECE-TEP Students in Deepening Tenses through UPI Serang’s MBKM English Credential Camp
Program

INTRODUCTION
Early Childhood Education Teacher Education Program (ECE TEP) students have

the potential to pursue careers as entrepreneurs managing ECE institutions or ECE
consultants [1]. However, the majority of ECE-TEP students choose to pursue careers as
ECE teachers [2]. ECE teachers, as social agents, play a crucial role in developing the
intellectual, personal, and social potential of learners in the era of digitization and
globalization in the 21st century [3]. 21st-century ECE teachers are graduates of ECE-
TEP who are currently exploring their potential [4]. They face the challenges of modern
education in the 21st century [5]. The 21st century is an era marked by technological
advancements and globalization [6]. The changes in education and technology drive
ECE-TEP students to acquire communication skills [7]. Proficient communication serves
as a vital tool for ECE teachers in their instructional practices [8].

In Indonesia, communication skills are part of the competency standards in the
2013 curriculum [9]. The 4C acronym stands for the four competency standards in the
2013 curriculum, namely Critical Thinking, Communication Skills, Creativity, and
Innovation [10]. The communication standard within the 4C framework is essential to
prepare students to face global competition in the era of technological advancements
[3]. Generally, advancements in information technology in the field of education, such as
journal articles, blogs, websites, and applications, utilize the English language [11].
English is referred to as the official international language and is adopted as a second
language by many countries around the world [12]. Early childhood education teachers
need to master the English language to face global workforce mobility. This enables a
country to accept and employ foreign individuals who are ready to work professionally
as early childhood education teachers [13]. Professional early childhood education
teachers are highly in demand nowadays as many parents start investing in education
from an early age [14].

Investment in education can be made through the selection of internationally
recognized schools. In 2021, approximately 131 schools in Indonesia offer the
International Baccalaureate program [15]. Meanwhile, more than 90 schools in
Indonesia also offer the Cambridge International programs, including the Cambridge
International Curriculum, Cambridge Primary, Cambridge Lower Secondary, Cambridge
IGCSE, and Cambridge AS & A Levels in the same year [16]. Therefore, ECE-TEP students
need to improve their English language proficiency in order to provide effective teaching
and learning [17]. Tenses are a common error in the usage of the English language by
students [18]. ECE-TEP students need to engage in training and activities that can assist
them in understanding and using tenses accurately [19]. The book "English Today" by
Salim, H., & Septiana, T.I. provides various exercises and activities to help improve
mastery of grammar tenses. These exercises include Fill in the Blanks, Grammar Rules and
Examples, Vocabulary and Phrases, Reading Materials, and Review Questions [17]. The
ability to master tenses is crucial for 21st-century prospective ECE teachers in
facilitating children to develop English language proficiency [20]. Mastery of tenses
enables prospective ECE teachers to provide examples and teach children how to use
tenses in the appropriate contexts [21]. The appropriate use of tenses can also facilitate
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effective communication and enhance children's English language proficiency [22]. For
example, if a teacher uses present tenses to explain a concept, children can understand
that the concept is still relevant or happening at the present moment [23].

The use of English tenses by ECE-TEP students requires an integrated and holistic
solution. One solution that can be offered to address the aforementioned issues is the
"English Credential Camp" (ECC) Program. ECC is a Self-Initiated Program for
Strengthening Professional Knowledge (PMP2K) and is part of the Merdeka Belajar -
Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) program of the ECE-TEP Study Program at Universitas
Pendidikan Indonesia, Serang Campus. This is in line with the policy of the Director of
UPI Serang Campus with No. 1899/UN40.K5/HK.02/2022 and the circular letter of the
ECE-TEP Study Program with No. 1933/UN40.K5/PK.0105/2022. The program
designed and proposed by students, both individually and in groups, aims to provide
independence for students to gain diverse learning experiences. The MBKM English
Credential Camp, proposed by ECE-TEP students, utilizes the concept of non-formal
learning in "Kampung Inggris" (English Village). "Kampung Inggris" has its distinct
characteristics by employing a non-formal education model that focuses on
independence and innovation, making the learning experience enjoyable for students
[24]. This is important because errors in the use of tenses can lead to misunderstandings
in communication [25]. Research on the perspectives of ECE-TEP students in deepening
tenses is not yet found in journals or related journal references. However, a previous
study by Hasanah on students' response to grammar deepening through a website
showed positive impacts for its users. Another distinct research explains that Pare
English Village has a significant appeal as an English learning destination for students
due to its enjoyable and effective learning environment with innovative teaching
methods [26]. Lastly, in a research discussing the perspectives of ECE-TEP students
regarding the implementation of life skills in the MBKM program, students
acknowledged that the program can assist them in developing better interpersonal
skills, social skills, and self-competence [1].

Based on the aforementioned research, the structured internalization of
deepening tenses was not found within the MBKM program specifically designed for ECE-
TEP students. Therefore, the researcher aims to further investigate the "Perspectives of
ECE-TEP Students in Deepening Tenses through the MBKM English Credential Camp
Program at UPI Serang." The focus of this research is on grammar to understand the
students' perspectives regarding the use of tenses through the MBKM "English Credential
Camp" program. This analysis is necessary to determine whether the MBKM "English
Credential Camp" program utilizes tenses appropriately and accurately. The reason for
this is that from the interview data conducted by the researcher with three participants
of the MBKM ECC program, difficulties in using tenses were identified prior to
participating in the MBKM ECC program. This is supported by the results of interviews
with SH students who stated, "I often struggle when it comes to remembering the
structure and rules of various grammar tenses." AP students also expressed, "In delving
into grammar tenses, difficulties arise in the following aspects memorizing formulas and
time signals, as well as adding the word 'to be' in certain types of tenses." Another
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difficulty is experienced by SJ students who said, "The challenge in mastering grammar,
especially tenses, lies in my lack of practice and application in everyday life.". The proper
use of tenses can enhance the ability of students as prospective Early Childhood
Education (ECE) teachers to communicate effectively during the learning process.

METHOD

This study employed a qualitative descriptive research design with a case study
approach. The aim of this research is to further investigate the MBKM ECC Program and
explore the perspectives of ECE-TEP students in deepening their understanding of
tenses. These efforts are made to prepare ECE-TEP students to face the challenges of the
21st century through the MBKM English Credential Camp program. The interview
research design was chosen to elucidate the occurrences regarding the views of ECE-
TEP students in deepening their understanding of tenses through the MBKM ECC
Program.

Data collection was done through semi-structured interviews conducted via
telephone connections [27]. The telephone interviews commenced on May 13th and
concluded on May 16th, 2023. The data collected in this research consists of primary
and secondary data. The research subjects consist of three individuals. Student A with
the initials SH has the highest final score. Meanwhile, student B with the initials AP is a
participant with a middle ranking score.

Lastly, student C with the initials S] is a participant with average standardized
scores in the program outcomes. Figure 1 illustrates the cyclical data analysis process
consisting of four stages: data collection, data transcription, data categorization, and
drawing conclusions [28].

THE PROCESS OF
DATA ANALYSIS.

Data Collection

Data Data Drawing
Transcription. Categorization conclusions.

Designing research
questionnaires.

Drawing conclusions on
the use of tenses in
MBKM ECC

\dentifying variables
Copying respondent and themes
answers

Validation of research
questionnaire.

Creating a data Drawing conclusions on.
Entering respondent coding List. the benefits of
answers into a table grammar tenses from
MBKM ECC.
Interview

Data coding
Students' perspectives o0
on deepening grammar

tenses.

Analysis of respondent
questionnaires am

Data analysis and

documents interpretation

Figure 1. Research Steps
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The first step conducted by the researcher is data collection. Data collection is
carried out to develop an instrument that is aligned with references from various
sources [29]. The next stage is the transcription of data obtained from the questionnaire.
There were a total of 20 open-ended questions in the questionnaire. The next process
involves categorizing the data based on variables and themes according to the
distributed questionnaire. The final step conducted by the researcher is drawing
conclusions. Conclusions are derived after the researcher identifies patterns or findings
related to the research objectives and questionnaire questions [30].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The research findings are based on the perspective of students through
interviews with three research subjects, namely SH, AP, and S]. The questions asked
covered eight variables, namely the MBKM ECC program related to participants, tenses
proficiency, communication skills, tenses knowledge, quality of tenses teaching, learned
materials, applying tenses in daily life, and English language proficiency. The following
are some of the questions asked, as shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Example Transcript of Interview Data with Respondents.

No. Question Answer
SH AP S]

1. Why do ECE-TEP The skill of ECE-TEP ECE-TEP
students need to mastering students need to  students need to
master grammar, grammar, master tenses. master tenses,
especially tenses? especially tenses,  This will help not only for

in creating them understand personal needs
accurate and clear and express but also as a
sentences is highly messages more  fundamental
necessary for ECE- clearly and foundation in
TEP students. This accurately in learning the

is because they teaching early English language
will be teaching childhood well.

children in the education.

future. ECE

teachers need to

deliver materials

in a structured and

easily

understandable

manner,

particularly using

the English

language.

2. Where do the The difficulty I When I delve The difficulty in
difficulties lie in encounter is in into tenses, the mastering tenses
mastering tenses? remembering the  difficulties arise  lies in my lack of

structure and in areas such as  practice and
rules of various memorizing review of the
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types and tenses.  formulas and materials
time signals, as provided by the
well as adding tutor.
the word 'to be'
in certain types
of tenses.

3. Do you feel that the  The Independent It has helped me Ihave
Independent MBKM  MBKM Program in honing my experienced an
Program "English "English English language improvement in
Credential Camp" Credential Camp"  skills and my English
has helped improve  has greatly helped boosting my language skills
your overall English  enhance my confidence in through the
language skills? If overall English speaking English MBKM "English
so, why? If not, why  language skills, proficiently. Credential
not? particularly Camp" program.

because there Although the
were several improvement
fundamental may not be
English language significant, [ still
topics that | appreciate the
learned and positive changes
understood [ have

through this undergone.
program.

From the attached interview, the respondents provided detailed views and
opinions regarding their experience with deepening tenses in the Independent Program
English Credential Camp (ECC) of the MBKM program. They expressed their opinions in
detail, while the writer provided supporting arguments for those views. This process
was carried out by the researcher through data analysis and data interpretation, as
explained below [31].

Regarding the participants of the Independent Program English Credential
Camp (ECC) of the MBKM program. The English Credential Camp (ECC) program is a
manifestation of the implementation of the Independent Program for Strengthening
Scholarly Profession (PMP2K) for ECE-TEP students at UPI Serang. Universitas
Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI) developed the PMP2K program with the policy of UPI Rector
number B-3798/UN40.R1/KR/2022 to enhance the quality of education and
professionalism of students [32]. The PMP2K program is based on the Merdeka Belajar-
Kampus Merdeka (MBKM) 2020 program [33]. The Ministry of Education and Culture
(Kemendikbud) designs the MBKM program with the aim of improving the quality of
human resources (SDM) to be competitive in the era of globalization through a flexible,
innovative, and adaptive education system. In 2022, the ECC program became the first
MBKM program at Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia, Serang Campus. The design team
consisting of ECE-TEP students, assisted by the ECE-TEP study program at UPI Serang,
implemented this Independent MBKM program for one semester. The program
specifically targeted ECE-TEP students in their seventh semester. ECE-TEP students
participating in the ECC MBKM program received a conversion of 24 credit units (SKS)
to fully focus on MBKM activities. Participants are encouraged to sharpen their English
language skills within the Independent MBKM ECC program. The concept of the
Independent MBKM ECC program, "English Campus at UPI Serang," follows the footsteps
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of the English Village in Pare, particularly within the scope of the ECE-TEP study
program.

The Importance of Proficiency in English with Proper Tenses for ECE-TEP
Students. English language skills, particularly in tenses, are necessary requirements
after graduation [34]. ECE-TEP students need to master tenses not only for personal
needs but also as a fundamental foundation for learning English effectively [35]. In the
future, they will be teaching children using the English language, which must be
conveyed clearly, structured, and easily understood by young children [36]. Early
childhood educators need to use appropriate tense communication with their students
[37]. Tenses are an essential component of the English language for expressing time,
sequencing events, and describing specific situations [38]. Proper understanding of
tenses can assist students in enriching their understanding of time and building effective
communication skills [39]. Moreover, the proper use of tenses also helps students in
developing their ability to convey ideas and messages accurately and in a structured
manner [22]. The Independent MBKM ECC program is conducted to strengthen
participants' foundation in understanding English grammar effectively. This
reinforcement can assist participants in acquiring good English communication skills in
the era of 21st-century globalization.

Communication skills play a crucial role in the teaching of early childhood
educators [40]. Educators with excellent communication skills can interact effectively
with young children [41]. According to Che Noh and Karim, in the teaching process,
proficient communication skills enable teachers to easily explain important concepts,
understand the needs and questions of students, and build positive relationships with
them. Furthermore, the development of international and global standard schools in
Indonesia requires early childhood educators to be proficient in communicating in
English [42]. The ability to communicate in English enables individuals to access a wider
range of educational resources [43]. Santosa explained that English has become the
primary language for accessing international reading materials through blogs, websites,
digital journal articles, and applications. Teachers can also share experiences with
educators from abroad and maintain the quality of education relevant to global
developments [44].

Students' knowledge of tenses before and after the Independent MBKM ECC
program. Participants of the Independent MBKM ECC program already have a familiar
understanding of tenses. They have been introduced to and studied tenses prior to
participating in the program. Generally, the introduction to tenses begins during their
junior high school (SMP) years [45]. Bahkan sejak dini atau saat dibangku Sekolah Dasar
(SD), sebagian orang telah mengenalnya [46]. However, at that time, they were not yet
familiar with the time-related terms used. At that age, their understanding of tenses was
limited to oral communication and had not yet focused on proper written language
conventions [47]. Although participants are already familiar with English tenses, they
believe that their understanding still needs to be sharpened and deepened. Additionally,
ECE-TEP students also need to improve their skills in applying tenses accurately. The
Independent MBKM ECC program plays a significant role in enhancing overall English
language proficiency. This program greatly assists participants, especially in grasping
and comprehending basic English materials. The acquisition of new knowledge expands
ECE-TEP students' understanding of English and enhances their language skills
effectively. The improvement in English language proficiency also positively impacts
students' self-confidence [48]. Confidence is key when speaking in English. When
someone feels confident, they tend to be more fluent and proficient in expressing
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thoughts and ideas in English [49]. High levels of self-confidence can help overcome
anxiety and fear of speaking in a foreign language [50]. Furthermore, confidence also
influences an individual's motivation to continue learning and practicing English [51].

Preparing Oneself for the Workforce through the Independent MBKM ECC
Program. English language proficiency has become a fundamental and essential
competency in the world of work [52]. English has become a highly important means of
communication in the field of education today [53]. Early childhood educators with
English language skills provide significant advantages. Currently, English language
proficiency enables ECE educators to expand collaborations and partnerships, engage in
international exchanges of ideas and knowledge. This knowledge will be highly useful
for individuals in seeking employment and carrying out tasks in the workplace [54].
Improving English language proficiency serves as a weapon to face challenges in the
21st-century job market. Additionally, skilled early childhood educators in English
language can enhance the quality of education.

Factors driving the effectiveness of participants' understanding of tenses in
the Independent MBKM ECC program. The Independent MBKM ECC program provides
participants with the opportunity to sharpen their English language skills. The
deepening of tenses is carried out through various activities and relevant exercises that
cater to the needs of a preschool teacher profession. The series of activities include
exercises such as fill in the blanks using songs or completing a story, grammar rules and
examples during game sessions, daily activities speeches, and reading materials when
reading a story to comprehend the text content or the time used in the sentences [55].
Furthermore, an additional program called the speech class enhances the effectiveness
of delving into tenses by allowing participants to exchange ideas about a specific issue
[56]. Such relevant practical exercises can test and enhance participants' interest in
delving into tenses. On the other hand, exercises like these can provide students with an
opportunity to improve their English language proficiency. This program successfully
provides clear and detailed explanations through engaged tutors. Tutors play a crucial
role in assisting participants in understanding the concepts of tenses effectively [57].

Tutors need to deliver the material in an engaging and interactive manner to
ensure active participation and interest from the participants in understanding the
explained content [58]. The delivery of the materials covered in the Independent MBKM
ECC program is already quite good. However, there is a need to enhance the
effectiveness of the learning process by providing one topic per day. Learning with such
an approach provides better focus and structure in studying grammar, especially tenses
that have various types [59]. Participants need to continuously practice and hone their
understanding through the materials provided by the tutor. Diligence and ongoing
practice can sharpen and enhance their English language skills [60]. Another
effectiveness is providing variations in teaching methods to avoid boredom and
monotony. These variations include engaging individuals in discussions and
presentations. Additionally, collaborative sessions are conducted to enable participants
to assist each other in understanding the materials [61].

Factors that hinder the understanding of tenses among participants of the
Independent MBKM ECC program. Based on the EF English Proficiency Index survey
in 2022, Indonesia ranks 81st out of 111 countries in the world [62]. Indonesia also
ranks 15th out of 24 Asian countries in English language proficiency with a "Moderate
Proficiency"” level. A common mistake made by students in English language usage is the
incorrect use of tenses. According to Rokhim and Ulya, there are factors that contribute
to this issue, such as constantly changing learning schedules. Adapting to a new schedule
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is one of the inhibiting factors of this program. Time changes in learning tenses can
disrupt consistency and continuity in learning [63]. Participants also face difficulties in
managing their time, which can disrupt the learning momentum. One prominent
challenge is remembering the sequence of tenses formulas, which often becomes
inverted. Remembering and using various rules of tenses pose a distinct challenge in
applying them accurately [64]. Each tense has a specific structure and usage. Various
rules and patterns of tenses involve changes in verbs and the use of different auxiliary
words. Additionally, the usage of tenses depends on the sentence context and timeframe.
According to Yulianto, remembering and consistently applying various tenses formulas
can be challenging for some individuals. Participants require sufficient time to practice
and understand the materials provided by the tutor [65]. This time constraint is
triggered by various factors, such as individuals' busyness with other activities. These
inhibiting factors necessitate the search for effective strategies in managing time for
maximum productivity.

Implementation of English Tenses Knowledge in Daily Life. There are various
applications of tenses carried out by participants. One of the applications is through
writing captions in English on social media Febri Explaining that the application of
tenses knowledge through social media captions has several benefits. Firstly, it helps
improve understanding and proficiency in using tenses in written form [66].
Consistently writing sentences with the correct tenses can strengthen the ability to
construct sentences accurately and avoid common tense errors. Secondly, writing
captions on social media using English language also provides an opportunity to practice
self-expression through writing. Conveying thoughts, ideas, or stories in English
requires attention to sentence structure. Writing sentences in English on social media
also provides an opportunity to interact with people from different countries and
cultures [67].

Furthermore, the application of tenses can also be done through writing personal
daily journals. This practice helps to strengthen one's understanding of tenses [68].
Recording daily activities and experiences using the appropriate tenses can train the
ability to write and express ideas more effectively [69]. Such implementation allows for
observing progress in mastering tenses and provides an opportunity for evaluation to
enhance understanding. Teaching a sibling about tenses is a form of implementing one's
understanding of tenses. The application of insights about tenses can be done by sharing
the acquired materials once again [70]. Repeating the material through teaching
methods can sharpen the ability to remember and understand it better [64]. The
application of teaching tenses also has positive social impacts as it involves interactions
with others and enhances English language communication skills [71]. The application
of tenses through teaching methods can also enhance self-confidence, aid others, open
up new opportunities, or expand social networks [67].

Benefits of the Independent ECC MBKM Program "English Credential Camp."
The Independent ECC MBKM Program provides benefits to participants such as the
opportunity to focus and gain a better understanding of the structure of tenses in
English. The interactive and practical teaching methods instill confidence in using tenses
accurately. Another benefit is that it facilitates participants in deepening their
understanding of tenses through clear and well-structured materials [72]. The detailed
presentation of tenses material, combined with an interactive learning approach,
facilitates students' better understanding of the concept of tenses [73]. The increased
self-confidence is also a benefit of the Independent ECC MBKM Program. For the
participant, this program has made a significant contribution to the development of their
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English language skills. This program also provides participants with the opportunity to
practice intensively in the use of tenses. In addition, participants can also strengthen
their English language skills. With the existence of this program, ECE-TEP students can
prepare themselves to become competent teachers and provide quality education to
their future students. Sufficient English language skills can prepare them to face the
challenges of becoming 21st-century ECE teachers [67].

Based on the discussion presented above, it is evident that the level of

understanding among ECE-TEP students has significantly improved regarding the in-
depth study of English tenses. This high level of understanding can instill confidence in
ECE-TEP students, demonstrating significant progress in learning or comprehending
tenses. Although there are still inhibiting factors, this can be seen as an opportunity to
enhance further understanding. ECE-TEP students can improve their tenses skills by
focusing on the aspects that are not yet understood, thus strengthening their tenses
proficiency in the future.

CONCLUSION

Based on the presented results and discussions, the researchers conclude that the
Independent ECC MBKM Program designed by Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (UPI)
Campus Serang is effective in strengthening the English language skills of ECE-TEP UPI
Serang students. The MBKM ECC program assists participants in preparing themselves
to face challenges in the professional world as ECE teachers by enhancing their English
communication skills, thereby improving the quality of education they possess. This
demonstrates that the program not only provides academic benefits but also offers
practical and relevant advantages in their work context. ECE-TEP students consider
understanding tenses as a highly important aspect in the context of ECE teaching. This
program helps participants deepen their understanding and enhance their ability to
apply tenses accurately. Participants of the Independent ECC MBKM Program already
have a basic understanding of tenses prior to enrolling in this program. Through various
activities and exercises relevant to the needs of early childhood education (ECE)
teachers, this program has successfully improved participants' understanding of tenses.
English language skills such as tenses are considered essential competencies in the
working world, particularly in the context of ECE. The Independent ECC MBKM Program
helps participants prepare themselves to face challenges in the working world and
enhance the quality of education they provide. Despite the existence of inhibiting factors
such as changes in the program schedule, difficulties in remembering the sequence of
tenses formulas, and challenges in consistently applying tenses formulas in various
sentence contexts and tenses. Driving factors such as deepening through relevant
activities and exercises, tutors providing clear and detailed explanations, as well as a
variety of teaching methods and continuous exercises, can help overcome these
difficulties. Overall, the Independent MBKM ECC program provides significant benefits
in enhancing the understanding of tenses among ECE-TEP UPI Serang students and
preparing them to face the workforce as early childhood education teachers. This
research provides a new insight into the importance of understanding tenses in the
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context of ECE teaching. It demonstrates that the study offers a novel perspective that
might have been less explored previously regarding the significance of understanding
tenses in the context of ECE teaching.
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